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HOW? 

 

Through a multidisciplinary 

approach using the tools of 

natural sciences, social 

sciences, and humanity.  
 



WHY  INTERDISCIPLINARY ? 

º Two examples.  

º Amartya  Sen on this centuryõs challenges: "..it's a question of taking 
an adequately broad view of economics, along with its neighboring 
discipline, and it's also a question of paying more attention to those 
who are most likely to lose when a crisis hits."   (1998 Nobel Prize 
Winner in Economics ) 

 

 

 

 

º New Nalanda  University (revival of the old Nalanda  5th -1200th  CE) 
has taken an interdisciplinary approach in its curriculum:  
· School of Historical Studies  

· School of Environment and Ecological Studies  

· School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religion  

· School of Languages and Literature  

· School of International Relations and Peace Studies  

· School of Information Sciences and Technology  

· School of Business Management (Public Policy and Development Studies ) 

 



WHERE ? 

º In the Land of the Buddha  



WHERE ? 

º In the Land of the Buddha  



WHY  DO WE NEED  LCS? 

º Traditional academic institutions (universities and 
colleges) are mostly focused on manpower production 
with very little time and/or resources devoted toward 
research.  

ºResourceful INGOs and NGOs are mostly focused on 
implementation, awareness, activism, and programmatic 
development.  Most of them are not mandated to do 
scientific research and analysis.  

ºPolicy prescriptions are not always based on sound 
scientific research and analysis.  

º There is a growing need to diversify intellectual research 
capital formation outside Kathmandu for the benefit of a 
growing number of academic campuses and universities.   

 

 

 

 



MOST I MPORTANTLY  

 

º The LCS can think outside the box to engage 

challenging issues with creative and innovative 

approaches backed by good science and analysis. 



LCS FILLS  THAT  GAP USING  A 3-PRONGED  

STRATEGY  

ºResearch 

 

ºAcademics 

 

ºCapacity building and policy impact  



RESEARCH  

º The LCS platform will promote high quality 

research work connecting researchers from 

different continents and engaging bright 

Nepalese and foreign students and faculty 

members.  The area of research will be broad in 

scope and regionally focused.   

º For example, the Gandaki  River Corridor could 

be a good starting point.   

º The LCS platform will engage in proposal writing 

activities in collaboration with national and 

international partners.  

 



FOR EXAMPLE  

º The  Gandaki  Corridor could be a good starting 

point with three different types of culture, 

economy, and the landscape:  

 

.   



UPPER MUSTANG  

 



M ID  H ILLS   

 



TERAI  

 



PEOPLE  AND  CULTURE  

 



ACADEMICS  

º Curricula:  The LCS's platform  can be very helpful in 
developing  creative  curricula, promoting 
student  exchanges, etc.    

º For example, the host institution  of the LCS ð the 
polytechnic institute PNMHI ð  could play a 
complementary role by growing into a four -year 
multidisciplinary college.  

º It can be a coordinating platform for other institutions in 
the area in terms of developing a cooperative education 
model (e.g., credit transfers, joint programs)  

º  A one-year course on "eco-tourism and sustainable studies" 
could be developed in collaboration with a conservation 
organization like NTNC.   

º A 3+1 entrepreneur certificate program with KU is another 
example where other technical colleges can send their 
vocational students for training.  

º These are some examples. 

 



CAPACITY  BUILDING  AND  POLICY  IMPACT   

º In collaboration with other partner institutions 

in the region, the LCS could be a platform to host 

valuable  conferences such as Nepalõs River 

Strategy and The Interface Between 

Science, Buddhist Philosophy & the Ecosystem .  

º The platform could also host workshops  for 

professional development for faculty from various 

academic institutions, and intensive short term 

programs for students.  

 



WHY  BHAIRAHAWA , LUMBINI ? 

º The birth place of the Buddha and an 
internationally recognized world heritage site.  

º International airport  

ºOutside of Kathmandu, this region is emerging as 
an educational hub with various academic 
institutions ð Lumbini  Buddhist University, 
agriculture campus, medical schools, engineering 
college, multiple campus, Technical Institutes, and 
several private colleges.  

º To the east ð Agriculture University ( Chitwan ) 

º To the west ð Mid -west and Far -west Universities  

º To the north ð Pokhara  University  

º Lumbini  is poised to be a vibrant educational hub  

 



OTHER  FEATURES  

º PNMHI is generous in offering a helping hand 
to help LCS stand on its feet.  

º PNMHIõs water surrounding (Danda  river), a 
small wetland, and a small stream can be a 
good site for developing a small knowledge -
park .  Using plants to clean the city toxin in 
the nearby stream water, for example, and 
raising fish there could be a good sustainable 
student project, including those from the high 
schools.  

 

º Other features could be --a weather station, 
water sample and vegetation tracking along the 
river banks, and sustaining some wildlife ð
geese and birds in the wetland.  

º This built -enviornment  theme of the 
surrounding eco -system can be showcased as an 
example of  Buddhaõs teaching of compassion for 
all living beings which underscores the core idea 
of Buddhism --interdependence.   

º It may be a vibrant platform to offer a high 
quality Applied Economics program with a focus 
on environmental issues ð climate, eco-system 
services, and water resources.  

 

 



BUTé 

ºWe also need an umbrella university as an 

affiliation for the LCS and perhaps for its host 

partner --the PNMHI.  

  



I MPORTANTLY ! 

º The LCS is an autonomous entity with all the 

rights to make it own decision.  



HOW DID  WE GET  HERE ? 

ºAn almost ten -year journey that started out as a 

simple vision of harnessing the brain -bank of the 

North American Nepali diaspora for the 

betterment of their homeland.  

º It started with the establishment of a South -Asia 

focused research center  at the University of New 

Mexico named The Nepal Study Center.  

 



NSCõS ACTIVITIES  

º Research :  Many Nepali doctoral scholars supported, high quality research...  General 
research theme ðdevelopment, environment, and health  

 

º International Partnership:   Two MOUs, high level visits to and from UNM (KUõs VC, 
Dean visit to UNM; UNMõs Vice President and Deanõs visit to Nepal; ICIMODõs then DDGõs 
visit to UNM; prominent Nepali personalitiesõ visited and gave talks at UNM ðDr. RS 
Mahat , Dr. Devendra  R. Pandey, and Dr. Shankar Sharma.  

 

º Annual Himalayan Policy Research Conference at Madison (U of Wisconsin's South 
Asia Venue). The ninth conference just concluded this October; live webinar to reach out to 
South Asia from Madison.  

 

º E-portals: working papers archive, conference proceedings, e -journal ðDevelopment 
Journal of the South  

 

º Website: nepalstudycenter.unm.edu  

 

º UNMsõs NSC even has a branch office at KU  
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ºNepali collaborators (LBU, Mid -West U. NTNC, NEC, 
KU and various individuals who are present here), 
UNM faculty and students, and everyone present 
hereé 



Finally  

 

It deosnõt mttaer  in waht  oredr  the 

ltters  in a wrod  are. Tihs  is bcuseae 

we do not need to raed ervey lteter  

by itslef  but the wrod  as a wlohe.  

Do you tihnk  the Bdhdua  wluod  

hvae aegred wtih  this?  Seomtihng  

to tnhik  aobut ! 



THANK  YOU 

 


